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Istam in Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Islam has its origin in the Middle East and started to spread into the southern part of
Thailand and Malay provinces that were tributary states under the Thais in the reign of King
Borom Trailokanat, that is to say since the 14" century. Consequently many Malay rulers such as

those in Pattani, Nong Chik, Tarang, Yarang, Saiburi, Kelantan, Trengganu and Perlis turned to

slam.



Whenever there was a political conflict or a rebellion in these states, Ayutthaya would
appoint Nakhon Si Thammarat’s governor, who was in charge of the Malay provinces, to
suppress and move people to Nakhon Si Thammarat. This was especially the case in the reign
of King Rama Il of the Bangkok period, when Chao Phraya nakhon Si Thammarat (Noi) fought
with Saiburi five times and moved many Muslim families to settle in Nakhon Si Thammarat and

nearby towns.
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The Muslim Community in Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Today there are many Muslim communities scattered in many districts. Most of them
migrated from Saiburi and Kelantan in the reign of King Rama Il when Chao Phraya Nakhon Si
Thammarat (Noi) conducted a military campaign in Saiburi area. After his victory, he removed
the people and families from Saiburi and Kelantan in order to weaken the enemy and

strengthen the Thai forces in accordance with military strategy at that time.



The families that were moved to Nakhon Si Thammarat were allocated to different areas

both inside and outside the city. At present these families have fully become Thai Muslims.

During the Second World War (1941-1945), another group of Thai-Muslims fled from Phra

Pradaeng, Minburi, and Nong Chok Districts to settle down in Saeng Wimarn Village (Bang Chak
Sub-district, Mueang Nakhon Si Thammarat District) and Tha Sak village (Tha Sak sub-district,

Mueang Nakhon Si Thammarat District). These communities have grown up to become a new
Muslim community that has a sub-culture different from the Muslim community that migrated

from Saiburi.
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A Muajid is where the Muslims’religious activities are held. There are two important
musjids in Nakhon Si Thammarat municipality: Musjid Yamiaya and musjid Solahudin Outside

the municipality there are several musjids but they are smaller than those two.




